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Universal Corporation is a global business-to-business agriproducts company with over 100 years of experience 

supplying products and innovative solutions to meet our customers’ evolving needs. With operations in over 30 

added agriproducts essential to our customers’ success. We have two primary businesses: leaf tobacco and plant-

based ingredients. 

LEAF TOBACCO

PLANT-BASED INGREDIENTS

product offerings.
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* Attributable to Universal Corporation shareholders after deducting amounts attributable to non-controlling interests in 
consolidated subsidiaries.

in thousands, except per share data

OPERATIONS
Sales and other operating revenues

Segment operating income 

Net income 

Net income attributable to Universal Corporation

PER SHARE
Net income attributable to Universal Corporation

shareholders—diluted*

Dividends declared

AT YEAR END

Fiscal Year Ended

$ 2,924,470

168,451

214,775

55,995

32,637

$ 1.30

3.28

52.70

$ 1,407,456

1,415,400

in dollars

$ 2,947,284

232,797

252,473

113,269

95,047

$ 3.78

3.24

56.05

$ 1,405,936

1,458,556

$ 2,748,573

222,009

226,288

132,971

119,598

$ 4.78

3.20

51.72

$ 1,391,183

1,437,207

Fiscal Year Ended Fiscal Year Ended
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FINANCIAL 
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Net Income Per 
Diluted Share*

Dividends
Declared

in dollars
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COMMITTEE CODES

1 Executive Committee

2 Finance and Pension 
Investment Committee

3 Audit Committee

4 Compensation and Human 
Resources Committee

5 Nominating, Governance,
and Risk Committee

* Committee Chairman

Retiring from the Board
following the 2026 Annual 
Meeting of Shareholders

Thomas H. Tullidge, Jr. 1 2 3 * 

Legal and Finance, 
Managing Director and Co-Founder, 
Cary Street Partners Financial LLC

Preston D. Wigner 1 *

Chairman, President and 

Universal Corporation

Fotini E. Manolios 3 4 5

Former Managing 
Vice President, 
Head of Total Rewards, 
Capital One Financial Corporation

Arthur J. Schick, Jr. 2 3 5

President,
Alpha Sierra Global LLC

Gregory A. Trojan 2 3 4

BJs Restaurants, Inc.

Thomas H. Johnson 1 4 * 5

Lead Independent Director 

The Taffrail Group, LLC

Robert C. Sledd 2 * 4 5

Managing Partner,
Sledd Properties, LLC

Jacqueline T. Williams 2 3 5

Retired Director, 
Ohio Department of Commerce

Catherine H. Claiborne
Vice President, 
General Counsel and Secretary

Preston D. Wigner
Chairman, President and 

Nicholas Z. Smith
Vice President, 
Internal Auditing

Harvard B. Smith
Vice President and 

Benjamin S. Dessart
Vice President, 
External Affairs

Airton L. Hentschke
Senior Vice President and Chief 

Beth Ann Luther
Vice President,
Taxes

Steven S. Diel
Senior Vice President and Chief 

Johan C. Kroner
Senior Vice President

J. Patrick O’Keefe
Vice President,
Ingredients

Jennifer S. Rowe
Assistant Treasurer

Wushuang Ma
Vice President and 
Treasurer

Scott J. Bleicher
Vice President and 
Controller

E. Blair Powell
Associate General Counsel

OFFICERS 
UNIVERSAL CORPORATION
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Lennart R. Freeman 1 3 4

Former President and 

North American Division, 
Swedish Match AB

Diana F. Cantor 1 2 4 5 *

Partner,
Alternative Investment
Management, LLC



Preston D. Wigner 1

Chairman, President and 

Preston D. Wigner 1

Chairman, President and 

Cesar A. Bünecker
Managing Director, 
South America

Jonathan R. Wertheimer
President, Socotab, L.L.C. and
Managing Director, 
Europe

Catherine H. Claiborne 1

Senior Vice President, 
General Counsel and Secretary

Catherine H. Claiborne 1

Senior Vice President, 
General Counsel and Secretary

Julio C. Mantovani
Managing Director, 
Dark Air-Cured

J. Patrick O’Keefe 1

Senior Vice President,
Universal Ingredients, Inc.

Jeff Weidenaar
President,
Silva International, Inc.

Rory E. Micklem
Managing Director, 
Africa

Airton L. Hentschke 1

Executive Vice President and 

Airton L. Hentschke 1

Executive Vice President and 

Steven S. Diel 1

Executive Vice President and 

Steven S. Diel 1

Executive Vice President and 

G. Lea Scott
Managing Director, 
North America

McKeen Starke 1

Senior Vice President and 
Sales Director 

Marin Lluka
Managing Director,
Asia

DIRECTORS 
UNIVERSAL INGREDIENTS, INC. 
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DIRECTORS 
UNIVERSAL LEAF TOBACCO COMPANY, INC.

COMMITTEE CODE

1 Executive Committee

COMMITTEE CODE

1 Executive Committee
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FISCAL YEAR 2026 

corporate strategy. We remained focused on continued progress through 

supply chain relationships. These strengths support our consistent ability 

customers.

DELIVERING ON OUR STRATEGY

term growth initiatives.

MAXIMIZING AND OPTIMIZING OUR TOBACCO BUSINESS

GROWING UNIVERSAL INGREDIENTS

5

TO OUR 
SHAREHOLDERS



STRENGTHENING FOR THE FUTURE
As we pursue strategies to expand our tobacco and ingredients businesses, we also are investing in our Company’s 

strategic initiatives in human resources and human capital management, and the use of technology to improve 

and initiatives to further drive performance into the future.

SUSTAINABILITY IN PRACTICE
Sustainability remains a core component of how we operate and create value. We continue to embed sustainable 

practices across our value chain, supporting supply chain resilience, strengthening our partnerships with farming 
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DELIVERING SHAREHOLDER VALUE

delivering value to our shareholders.

LOOKING AHEAD

our approach. We see meaningful opportunities to expand the breadth and depth of our tobacco business through 

their dedication and commitment. 

partners for their continued support of our long-term success.
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Preston Wigner



8



$0

$20

$40

$60

$80

$100

$120

$140

3/21 3/22 3/23 3/24 3/25 3/26

Universal Corporation S&P SmallCap 600 Peer Group

* $100 invested on 3/31/21 in stock or index, including reinvestment of dividends.Fiscal year ending March 31.

 Copyright© 2026 Standard & Poor’s, a division of S&P Global. All rights reserved.

Among Universal Corporation, the S&P SmallCap 600 Index, and a Peer Group

with dividends reinvested. The returns shown are based on historical results and are not intended to suggest future 

performance.

CUMULATIVE TOTAL SHAREHOLDER RETURN

AT MARCH 31

$ 121.20

124.58

63.72

Universal Corporation $ 100.00

100.00

100.00

$ 100.83

92.30

27.91

$ 104.80

107.01

69.77

$ 121.30

103.39

93.02

9

PERFORMANCE GRAPH 
COMPARISON OF 5 YEAR CUMULATIVE TOTAL RETURN*

$ 104.21

101.23

33.72
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ANNUAL MEETING

The meeting will be held at Universal Corporation 

INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTING FIRM

INVESTOR RELATIONS
Contact:

   Wushuang Ma

or 

   Email: investor@universalleaf.com

DIVIDEND PAYMENTS
Dividend declarations are subject to approval by 

to shareholders of record on the second Monday of the 

previous month.

SEC FORM 10-K
Shareholders may obtain additional copies of the 

its website or by writing to the Treasurer of the Company. 

STOCK LISTED

STOCK SYMBOL

DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT PLAN
Universal Corporation offers to its common shareholders 

an automatic dividend reinvestment and cash payment 

plan to purchase additional shares. The Company bears 

TRANSFER AGENT & REGISTRAR & 
DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT PLAN 
AGENT

Email: shareholder@broadridge.com

or

Universal Corporation

SHAREHOLDER 
INFORMATION



UNIVERSALCORP.COM


